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METHOD FOR PRODUCING A CARD BODY,
AND CARD BODY

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to the manufacture of a card body for
portable data carriers which is based on a synthetic paper. In
particular, the invention relates to the manufacture of card
bodies for portable data carriers in the credit-card or chip-card
format.

Card-shaped portable data carriers in the credit-card for-
mat are widespread. They are used in particular as payment
cards or identification cards or, in smaller formats, as authen-
tication cards or memory cards. Most of the cards are
equipped with a magnetic strip and/or a microprocessor as
well as a data interface for reading devices which enable
data-processing tasks to be carried out with the help of the
card. The microprocessor ICs are designed to be especially
tamper-resistant through a very small overall size, among
other things, but have very restricted computing power in
comparison to common standard microprocessors e.g. for
PCs, so that they have limited resources. Cards of the stated
type normally have no, or at most a reduced, user interface
with few elements, e.g. in the form of a one-line display
screen and/or a small number of keys and/or a sensor for
capturing a biometric feature. The manufacture of cards of the
above-mentioned type is likewise well enough known, e.g.
from “Handbuch der Chipkarten”, W. Rankl, W. Effing, 5th
edition, 2008, Karl Hanser Verlag, Munich, or the book “Vom
Plastik zur Chipkarte”, T. Tarantino, Y. Haghiri, 1999, Karl
Hanser Verlag, Munich. By a common manufacturing method
the cards are thus constructed from a plurality of layers which
are interconnected by lamination. The layers typically consist
of'plastic. Usual plastics are in particular PVC, polycarbonate
or plastics based on polyester. Itis also known to manufacture
cards from paper.

BACKGROUND

With known materials, cards can be manufactured for
many requirements. Nevertheless, there is a fundamental
desire to continually increase the spectrum of possible card
constructions, in order to accordingly increase the spectrum
of satisfiable requirements.

From EP 945244 A1 there is known a method for manu-
facturing a synthetic paper which is especially environmen-
tally friendly. The manufactured synthetic paper consists,
based on weight, of 56% to 80% inorganic grit, in particular
calcium carbonate, and contains, based on weight, a content
ot 18% to 43% polyethylene, in particular high-density poly-
ethylene.

From U.S. Pat. No. 4,879,153 A there is known an IC card
constructed from a plurality of laminated layers, which has a
core structure consisting of a plurality of rigid PVC layers
with a cavity in which an IC module is disposed. For improv-
ing the bending strength of the card, layers of synthetic paper
are furthermore formed on one or both sides of the core
structure. The total thickness thereof preferably amounts to
up to one third of the total card thickness. At least one of the
layers of synthetic paper is so disposed that it lies against the
underside of the IC module. The known solution is restricted
to utilizing the bending-elastic properties of synthetic paper.
Since the proposed card consists for the greater part of PVC,
it is to be assessed rather critically with regard to its environ-
mental compatibility from today’s point of view.
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2
SUMMARY

The object of the invention is to state a card that has envi-
ronmentally friendly properties and is manufacturable by an
environmentally friendly method.

This object is achieved by a method having the features of
the main claim. The method according to the invention is
characterized in that the plastic content in manufactured card
bodies is reduced and the environmental impairments
involved in the manufacture of normal paper, such as a con-
siderable water consumption, are avoided. The manufactured
cards have a novel feel and appearance and are recognizably
distinct from other card constructions. The card bodies can
readily satisfy in particular the requirements set by ISO 7810
and are advantageously suited for chip cards. The method
according to the invention is based essentially on the unex-
pected finding that it is possible to use synthetic paper with
very similar process conditions as are known for the manu-
facture of multilayer plastic card bodies. The method can
therefore be carried out with common plants. In a preferred
embodiment, a cover layer of plastic, preferably of PVC, is
applied to at least one outer side of the card-body core.

With reference to the drawing, an exemplary embodiment
of the invention will hereinafter be explained more closely.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

There are shown:

FIG. 1 a flowchart of the manufacture of a card body, and

FIG. 2 a cross section through a card body manufactured
according to the method.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF VARIOUS
EMBODIMENTS

For the following description it will be assumed by way of
example that a card body is being manufactured for a portable
data carrier in the form of a chip card with conventional outer
dimensions according to ISO standard 7810. However, the
method can also be used in the same manner for manufactur-
ing portable data carriers with other dimensions. For
example, there can also be manufactured in the same manner
portable data carriers in the SIM-card format or portable data
carriers serving e.g. together with a housing as a USB stick.

The method is illustrated as a flowchart in FIG. 1. It com-
mences with a step 100 by making available two layers 2, 4 of
synthetic paper with a thickness of 50 to 400 um, designated
in the Fig. as synth paper layers I and II. The synthetic paper
is commercially available, industrial material as is offered
e.g. by the company EMANAGREEN, Spain. It typically
contains a content of 75 to 80 wt. % mineral powder, in
particular calcium carbonate, as well as a content of 20 to 25
wt. % synthetic resin, e.g. high-density polyethylene
(HDPE). The ratio of the constituents can vary somewhat, but
a ratio of 3:1 is not fallen short of To the synthetic paper can
be added small contents of further substances. Expediently,
the synthetic paper is made available in sheet form or as a
web. The two layers 2, 4 of synthetic paper later form the core
structure 10 of a data carrier 1 to be manufactured, as is
represented in FIG. 2.

In an expedient embodiment, at least one cover layer 6, 8 is
furthermore made available, which can consist e.g. of PVC,
step 102. The cover layer 6, 8 preferably consists of a biode-
gradable plastic, but can in a simple manner also consist of
another common plastic, e.g. PVC. It has athickness of 100 to
600 pm. When PVC or another poorly biodegradable plastic
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is used, the thickness of a cover layer 6, 8 should not exceed
a value of 100 um. Expediently, the cover layer 6, 8 is trans-
parent.

In one variant, there are made available, as shown in FIG.
2, two cover layers 6, 8 which can consist of different mate-
rials and have different opacities. For example, one cover
layer 6 can consist of PVC and be transparent, while the other
cover layer 8 consists of PETG and is semitransparent. The
cover layers 6, 8 can be made available as foils which are
laminated with the other layers 2, 4. Alternatively, they can
also be applied in the form of alacquer layer, e.g. by a suitable
printing method. If the finished data carrier 1 is to possess a
magnetic strip, one of the cover layers 6, 8 is expediently
equipped with a magnetic strip. The cover layers 6, 8 are
optional. They can also be omitted.

In a step 104, a graphical pattern 12, 22 is respectively
applied to one side of the layers 2, 4 of synthetic paper by a
screen printing or offset printing process or by means of
digital printing. The graphical pattern 12, 22 can comprise flat
areas, structures and/or alphanumeric characters. The graphi-
cal patterns 12, 22 can be of different configuration. The
printing step can be executed with conventional printing
parameters and printing inks as are used for printing chip
cards and credit cards.

In a step 106 there is applied to one, expediently to both,
respectively other sides of the layers 2, 4 a thin film of an
adhesive supporting the subsequent lamination. The adhesive
9 is preferably made available in the form of an adhesive
lacquer. This form will be assumed in the further description.
The application of the adhesive lacquer 9 is effected e.g. by
screen printing, the thickness of the adhesive-lacquer layer
lying below 5 um. Without adhesive lacquer 9 the two layers
2, 4 would not adhere to each other sufficiently strongly. A
suitable adhesive lacquer 9 is obtainable e.g. from the com-
pany Polynorma SA, Barcelona, E-08030 Spain, under the
designation “Barniz Inter HV X3”.

The layers 2, 4 of synthetic paper and the cover layers 6, 8
are disposed one over the other in a sandwich arrangement in
asubsequent step 108, so that the layers 2, 4 of synthetic paper
between the cover layers 6, 8 and the sides of the layers 2, 4
printed with adhesive lacquer 9 lie against each other. When
only one cover layer is present, the layers of synthetic paper
are disposed under the cover layer in the same manner.

In this arrangement, the layers 2, 4, 6, 8 are laminated into
a half-product in the following step 110. Laminating is done
by a conventional laminating method for manufacturing chip
cards and credit cards. This method comprises e.g. two heat-
ing steps and two cooling steps. The heating steps are effected
at temperatures of 130 to 180° C. The pressure in the first
heating step amounts to e.g. 10 to 20 bar at a heating time of
1 to 5 min and 60 to 100 bar at a reaction time of 10 to 20 min
in the second heating step. The cooling steps are effected at
ambient temperature and pressures of 60 to 160 bar. The
cooling times lie between 1 and 10 min in the first step,
between 5 and 20 min in the second step.

After the step 110 is performed there is obtained a planar,
multilayer half-product which has at least a core structure 10
formed from two synthetic paper layers 2, 4 and respectively
bearing a graphical pattern 12, 22 on the outer sides. The core
structure 10 can moreover be covered on one or both sides
with a transparent or translucent cover layer 6, 8. The surfaces
14, 24 of the half-product correspond to the final surfaces 14,
24 of the finished portable data carrier 1, except for a subse-
quent personalization and/or the incorporation of an IC.

In the following step 120, a card body having the final outer
form intended for the data carrier 1 is separated from the
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planar half-product. Separation is expediently done by
punching, but can also be done by cutting or milling.

In a subsequent step 130, hot-stamped elements can be
applied to the card body by a conventional hot-stamping
method.

If the portable data carrier to be manufactured is a chip
card, steps 140, 142 are subsequently effected for creating a
cavity inthe card body and for inserting a chip module into the
produced cavity. However, if the portable data carrier to be
manufactured is for example a mere magnetic-strip card or a
mere identification card without a microprocessor IC or mag-
netic strip, the steps 140, 142 are omitted.

The card body present thereafter is finally personalized in
astep 150. This is done for example by applying personal data
by a thermal transfer process and/or by notching; other per se
known personalization methods can likewise be used.

FIG. 2 shows a cross section through data carrier 1 having
a card body manufactured according to the method. The
thicknesses of the individual layers and elements are not true
to scale. The data carrier 1 consists of a core structure 10
which in turn consists of two layers 2, 4 of synthetic paper.
The core structure 10 is furnished on both outwardly pointing
sides with graphical patterns 12, 22. Over the graphical pat-
terns 12, 22 there is respectively applied a transparent cover
layer 6, 8 on both sides. In the upper layer 2 of synthetic paper
there is formed a cavity 16 in which an IC module 20 is
disposed. The IC module 20 is fixed by means of an adhesive
18 on the bottom and/or on other suitable supporting places of
the cavity 16, e.g. on module shoulders formed between a
wide and a narrower region of the cavity 16 as indicated in
FIG. 2.

Without going beyond the basic idea according to the
invention, the hereinabove described method permits a num-
ber of modifications and embodiments. In particular, there
can be employed instead of two layers 2, 4 of synthetic paper
only one such layer. Likewise, it is possible to employ three or
more layers of synthetic paper. Over the cover layers 6, 8 there
can also be respectively applied further layers. The separating
step can further be effected with different separation tech-
niques, e.g. by additional application of a laser or by
prepunching the edge contour. The adhesive 9 can further also
be made available in a different form from adhesive lacquer.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method for manufacturing a multilayer card body for
a portable data carrier having the following steps:

making available a first and a second layer of synthetic

paper, the synthetic paper being based on calcium car-
bonate to which high-density polyethylene (HDPE) is
added, the ratio amounting to at least 3 to 1 based on
weight,

respectively printing a graphical pattern to one side of the

layers of synthetic paper,

applying an adhesive lacquer to at least one side of one of

the layers of synthetic paper,

bringing together the respectively one-sided printed layers

of synthetic paper, so that the upper sides with the
graphical pattern point outwardly and the side or sides
coated with adhesive lacquer lie against each other, so
that the adhesive lacquer lies between the layers of syn-
thetic paper,

laminating the brought-together layers at a temperature of

120 to 180° C., and a pressure of 60 to 100 bar, into a
half-product which has a core structure formed from two
synthetic paper layers and respectively bearing a graphi-
cal pattern on the outer sides,

separating the card body from the half-product by means of

a separating tool.
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2. The method according to claim 1, wherein there is
formed in the card body a cavity and therein an IC module is
disposed, the cavity penetrating at least one synthetic paper
layer of the core structure.

3. The method according to claim 1, wherein the layers of 3

synthetic paper possess a thickness of 80 to 400 um.

4. The method according to claim 1, wherein the adhesive
lacquer is applied with a thickness of no more than 5 pm.

5. The method according to claim 1, wherein the graphical
pattern is applied by a screen printing or an offset printing
process.

6. The method according to claim 1, wherein the separation
is effected by punching.

7. The method according to claim 1, wherein at least one
cover layer is additionally disposed over the brought-together
layers of synthetic paper and laminated as well.

8. The method according to claim 1, wherein the cover
layer is a PVC foil.

9. The method according to claim 1, wherein the card body
is hot-stamped.
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10. A portable data carriers having a multilayer card body
which bears a graphical pattern on at least one upper side,
wherein the card body has a core structure formed from at
least two layers of synthetic paper lying against each other
only with the interposition of an adhesive lacquer, the syn-
thetic paper being based on calcium carbonate to which high-
density polyethylene (HDPE) is added, the ratio amounting to
at least 3 to 1 based on weight.

11. The portable data carrier according to claim 10,
wherein the layers of synthetic paper possess a thickness of 80
to 400 um, and the thickness of the adhesive lacquer amounts
to less than 5 pm.

12. The portable data carrier according to claim 10,
wherein the card body has a cavity in which an IC module is
disposed, the cavity extending into at least one ofthe layers of
synthetic paper.

13. The portable data carrier according to claim 10,
wherein the core structure is covered on one or both sides with
a transparent or translucent cover layer.
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